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NEW UN-BACKED VOLUNTARY PROGRAMME SEEKS TO CURB TOXIC MERCURY 

POLLUTION 

14 February 2007 – Governments have two years to see whether a voluntary 
programme to reduce health and environmental threats from toxic mercury is 
working under a new United Nations-backed initiative or if a legally-binding treaty 
is needed to curb the heavy metal linked with a wide range of medical problems, 
including neurological damage to babies.  

The programme, agreed to by 140 governments at the close of a gathering of environment ministers 
at the UN Environment Programmes (UNEP) Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment 
Forum in Nairobi, Kenya, last week, calls for developing partnerships between governments, 
industry and other key groups to curb mercury emissions, ranging from power stations and mines to 
industrial and consumer products.  

After two years, governments will gauge its success and reflect on whether the voluntary initiative 
has worked or whether negotiations should commence on a new international and legally-binding 
treaty.  

Part of the new programme may mirror a successful UNEP-coordinated partnership to clean up 
vehicle fuels in developing countries. In four years this voluntary partnership, launched at the 
World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002, has phased out lead, another notorious heavy 
metal, from petrol pumps across sub-Saharan Africa.  

“The mercury decision… underlines a new determination by environment ministers to rise to the 
challenges of our time,”  UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner said. “For too long environment 
ministers have met and spoken but their collective voice has not been loudly and decisively heard in 
the world. This, I believe has changed at this 24th session of the UNEP Governing Council.”   

An estimated 2,000 tons of mercury are released into the environment each year, mainly from coal-
fired power stations, waste incinerators and as a result of artisanal mining of gold and silver. The 
metal is also used in such products as fluorescent light bulbs, dental fillings and thermometers.  

Action is to be taken to improve communication of the risks of mercury to vulnerable groups, 
including pregnant mothers who may put the foetus at risk if they eat too much mercury-
contaminated fish or marine mammals such as seals. 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=21565&Cr=mercury&Cr1= 
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TACKLING GLOBAL MERCURY POLLUTION 
Engineer Online - London,UK 
 
An enhanced programme to reduce health and environmental threats from toxic mercury pollution 
was agreed by 140 governments at an international gathering of environment ministers.  
 
The decision includes developing partnerships between governments, industry and other key groups 
to curb emissions of the heavy metal from power stations and mines to industrial and consumer 
products.  
 
After two years, governments will gauge its success and reflect on whether the voluntary initiative 
has worked or whether negotiations should commence on a new international and legally-binding 
treaty. 
 
The mercury decision, along with 15 other key decisions, was made on the final day of the United 
Nations Environment Programmes (UNEP) Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment 
Forum in Nairobi. 
 
Part of the new programme may mirror a successful UNEP-coordinated partnership to clean up 
vehicle fuels in developing countries. In four years this voluntary partnership, launched at the 
World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002, has phased out another heavy metal, lead, 
from petrol pumps across sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
Other decisions taken include one to ask the UN General Assembly to declare 2010-2020 as the UN 
Decade for Deserts and the Fight Against Desertification. 
 
http://www.e4engineering.com/Articles/298309/Tackling+global+mercury+pollution.htm  
 

 
 

  
 
PROGRAMME SEEKS TO CURB TOXIC MERCURY POLLUTION 
 
Scoop.co.nz Wed, 14 Feb 2007 1:21 PM PST 
Programme Seeks To Curb Toxic Mercury Pollution 
Thursday, 15 February 2007, 10:17 am 
Press Release: United Nations   
New UN-Backed Voluntary Programme Seeks To Curb Toxic Mercury Pollution 
New York, Feb 14 2007 11:00AM 
 
Governments have two years to see whether a voluntary programme to reduce health and 
environmental threats from toxic mercury is working under a new United Nations-backed initiative 
or if a legally-binding treaty is needed to curb the heavy metal linked with a wide range of medical 
problems, including neurological damage to babies.  
 
The programme, agreed to by 140 governments at the close of a gathering of environment ministers 
at the UN Environment Programmes (UNEP) Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment 
Forum in Nairobi, Kenya, last week, calls for developing partnerships between governments, 
industry and other key groups to curb mercury emissions, ranging from power stations and mines to 
industrial and consumer products.  
 



After two years, governments will gauge its success and reflect on whether the voluntary initiative 
has worked or whether negotiations should commence on a new international and legally-binding 
treaty.  
 
Part of the new programme may mirror a successful UNEP-coordinated partnership to clean up 
vehicle fuels in developing countries. In four years this voluntary partnership, launched at the 
World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002, has phased out lead, another notorious heavy 
metal, from petrol pumps across sub-Saharan Africa.  
 
“The mercury decision… underlines a new determination by environment ministers to rise to the 
challenges of our time,”  UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner said. “For too long environment 
ministers have met and spoken but their collective voice has not been loudly and decisively heard in 
the world. This, I believe has changed at this 24th session of the UNEP Governing Council. 
 
An estimated 2,000 tons of mercury are released into the environment each year, mainly from coal-
fired power stations, waste incinerators and as a result of artisanal mining of gold and silver. The 
metal is also used in such products as fluorescent light bulbs, dental fillings and thermometers.  
 
Action is to be taken to improve communication of the risks of mercury to vulnerable groups, 
including pregnant mothers who may put the foetus at risk if they eat too much mercury-
contaminated fish or marine mammals such as seals. 
 
Ends 
 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0702/S00246.htm  
 

 
 

  
 
NEW UN-BACKED VOLUNTARY PROGRAMME SEEKS TO CURB TOXIC MERCURY 
POLLUTION 
 
Governments have two years to see whether a voluntary programme to reduce health and 
environmental threats from toxic mercury is working under a new United Nations-backed initiative 
or if a legally-binding treaty is needed to curb the heavy metal linked with a wide range of medical 
problems, including neurological damage to babies. 
 
The programme, agreed to by 140 governments at the close of a gathering of environment ministers 
at the UN Environment Programmes 
(<"http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=499&ArticleID=5526
&l=en">UNEP) Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum in Nairobi, Kenya, last 
week, calls for developing partnerships between governments, industry and other key groups to 
curb mercury emissions, ranging from power stations and mines to industrial and consumer 
products. 
 
After two years, governments will gauge its success and reflect on whether the voluntary initiative 
has worked or whether negotiations should commence on a new international and legally-binding 
treaty. 
 
Part of the new programme may mirror a successful UNEP-coordinated partnership to clean up 
vehicle fuels in developing countries. In four years this voluntary partnership, launched at the 



<"http://www.johannesburgsummit.org">World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002, has 
phased out lead, another notorious heavy metal, from petrol pumps across sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
"The mercury decision... underlines a new determination by environment ministers to rise to the 
challenges of our time," UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner said. "For too long environment 
ministers have met and spoken but their collective voice has not been loudly and decisively heard in 
the world. This, I believe has changed at this 24th session of the UNEP Governing Council." 
 
An estimated 2,000 tons of <"http://www.chem.unep.ch/MERCURY">mercury are released into 
the environment each year, mainly from coal-fired power stations, waste incinerators and as a result 
of artisanal mining of gold and silver. The metal is also used in such products as fluorescent light 
bulbs, dental fillings and thermometers. 
 
Action is to be taken to improve communication of the risks of mercury to vulnerable groups, 
including pregnant mothers who may put the foetus at risk if they eat too much mercury-
contaminated fish or marine mammals such as seals. 
 
Source: United Nations 
 
judythpiazza@gmail.com 
 
Copyright © 2007, NewsBlaze, Daily News 
 
http://newsblaze.com/story/20070214103655tsop.nb/newsblaze/TOPSTORY/Top-Stories.html  
 

 
 

 
 
MERCURY RISING: U.S., INDIA BLOCK GLOBAL REGULATIONS WHILE THE EU, 
BRAZIL, JAPAN, PHILIPPINES, RUSSIA, AFRICAN REGION ... 
 
U.S. Newswire via Yahoo! News  
Mon, 12 Feb 2007 6:00 AM PST 
 
Anti-mercury advocates conditionally welcomed the mercury decision of the 24th United Nations 
Environment Program Governing Council meeting on February 5-9 in Nairobi, Kenya as a small 
step forward. However, advocates say that the meeting was a missed opportunity because a few 
countries, led primarily by the U.S. and India, blocked consensus for moving forward with binding 
regulations to curtail ...  
 
To: ENVIRONMENTAL EDITORS 
 
Contact: Michael Bender of the Mercury Policy Project, +1-802-223-9000, +1-802-249-8543, 
mercurypolicy@aol.com 
 
NAIROBI, Kenya, Feb. 12 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- Anti-mercury advocates conditionally 
welcomed the mercury decision of the 24th        United Nations Environment Program Governing 
Council meeting on February 5-9 in Nairobi, Kenya as a small step forward. However, advocates 
say that the meeting was a missed opportunity because a few countries, led primarily by the U.S. 
and India, blocked consensus for moving forward with binding regulations to curtail mercury's 
global reach. 



 
"An overwhelming majority of governments expressed support for global mercury regulations. 
These included the        European Union, Brazil, Japan, Philippines, Russia, African region and 
Nordic countries," said Michael Bender of the Mercury Policy Project, who also represents a Zero 
Mercury coalition of 48 NGOs from around the world. "If the U.S. and India can't lead, they should 
follow, or at least get out of the way." 
 
"The steps agreed to by the Governing Council are inadequate to address the urgency of the global 
mercury crisis," said Bender. "Unfortunately, they even failed to set voluntary reduction goals or 
support mercury export bans, like the EU recently proposed to reduce global mercury impacts." 
 
Advocates say there were some small positive developments that were adopted: 
 
-- Priorities were identified to reduce risks from emissions, demand, and supply of mercury, as well 
as from contaminated sites. 
 
-- There was a call to fill data gaps on supply and demand 
 
-- An air emissions report will be developed 
 
-- An ad hoc open ended working group will be formed to further discuss priorities and options and 
report back to the 25th Governing Council. 
 
"These are baby steps, while giant steps are needed!" said Zuleica Nycz, ACPO, Brazil, "Not 
having a legally binding instrument means that developing countries will not have the necessary 
incentive to develop national programmes or policies to protect their people from toxic mercury." 
 
Mercury is a potent nerve poison and affects the brain and central nervous system. Workers exposed 
to mercury, including small-scale gold miners, often suffer from tremors, memory loss and other 
neurological damage. Those most at risk from maternal exposure to methylmercury-contaminated 
food are babies. The brains of babies in the uterus are the most vulnerable. The greatest risk is to 
young women, before or during pregnancy, eating fish containing high levels of methylmercury, 
such as shark, swordfish, king mackerel, sea bass and tuna. 
 
For more information: 
 
UNEP Governing Council February 9, 2007 Decision:  
http://www.mercurypolicy.org/new/documents/FINALGC24TextonMercury.pdf 
 
The UNEP Governing Council decided in 2003 that both immediate and long term action was 
needed to "address the significant adverse impacts of mercury." (Global Mercury Assessment, Key 
Findings, #35, see: http://www.chem.unep.ch/Mercury/Report/Key-findings.htm). 
 
Mercury use has gone down in industrialized nations, but developing countries receive their exports 
and have become increasingly reliant on this toxic metal. Air releases have also increased over the 
past 15 years.The amount of mercury used and released in the world is increasing, and mercury 
supply, demand and trade information is available on the UNEP website (see: 
http://www.chem.unep.ch/mercury/Trade-information.htm). 
 
http://www.mercurypolicy.org 
 
SOURCE Mercury Policy Project 



 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/usnw/20070212/pl_usnw/mercury_rising__u_s___india_block_global_reg
ulations_while_the_eu__brazil__japan__philippines__russia__african_region_and_nordi  

http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-bin/stories.pl?ACCT=104&STORY=/www/story/02-12-
2007/0004525399&EDATE=  

 
 

 
 
GOVERNMENTS AGREE ACTION ON MERCURY, BUT NO TREATY 
Planet Ark Sun, 11 Feb 2007 3:49 PM PST 
 
NAIROBI - Governments agreed to phase out the use of deadly mercury in industries ranging from 
mining to chemicals manufacture and power generation on Friday, breaking a deadlock at a major 
UN environment meeting in Kenya.  
  
But the plan -- under which UN experts will spend two years studying all options to end use of the 
toxic heavy metal -- fell short of a legally binding treaty sought by anti-mercury campaigners and 
the European Union.  
UN sources, however, characterised any agreement in the negotiations, which they said broadly 
pitted the United States against the EU, as a success.  
 
"They have agreed to come up with a significant, enhanced action plan, and that in itself is an 
achievement," said a senior UN source involved in the talks. "And the potential for a treaty after 
two years is still there."  
 
Exposure to mercury -- sometimes called quicksilver -- can damage the brain, nervous system and 
foetuses.  
 
But while the West has substantially reduced its use, activists says poorer nations increasingly rely 
on it for processes ranging from small-scale gold mining to electronics manufacture and industrial 
chemicals production.  
 
Campaigners and the EU had wanted this week's meeting of scores of environment ministers in 
Nairobi to back setting up a treaty that would impose tough targets on cutting mercury use 
worldwide.  
 
The United States rejected the idea, preferring what it says are more flexible voluntary partnerships 
aimed at helping developing countries cut their use of the toxic metal.  
 
"There is no difference of opinion between us and the Europeans about the need to end the threat 
from mercury," Claudia McMurray, US assistant secretary of state for oceans, environment and 
science, told Reuters.  
 
"There is just a difference about how to do it."  
 
The EU, the world's top mercury exporter, plans to ban exports by 2011. The biggest importers are 
China and India.  
 
Story by Daniel Wallis  



 
REUTERS NEWS SERVICE   
 
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/40299/story.htm  
 

 
 

 
 
CANADA STALLS ON GLOBAL MERCURY POLLUTION TREATY 
Updated Sat. Feb. 10 2007 11:28 PM ET 
 
Canadian Press 
 
OTTAWA -- Canada's refusal to support a legally binding global pact to cut highly toxic mercury 
pollution is another Kyoto-style evasion that allies Ottawa with Washington, critics say.  
 
Canada sided with the U.S. and India during international talks in Nairobi this week. The trio was 
among a minority of countries that blocked immediate progress of an enforceable system to curb 
mercury use, including a glut of noxious exports to the developing world.  
 
Instead, Canada favours voluntary reduction while talks continue.  
 
Most of 58 countries represented, including the European Union, Africa, Japan and Brazil, 
supported a legally binding treaty.  
 
"We've dropped the ball," said Ken Ogilvie, executive director of Toronto-based Pollution Probe. 
"We've once again settled into the same camp as the United States ... opposing a binding treaty and 
calling for voluntary initiatives that we have a hard time delivering effectively."  
 
Environmental groups blamed the U.S. and Canada for effectively delaying an enforceable system. 
Repeated studies clearly document health threats posed by air pollution, water contamination and 
mercury-laced electronic junk, they say.  
 
"They want more talk but they don't back up that talk with action," said Michael Bender, spokesman 
for Zero Mercury, a coalition of 48 public interest groups.  
 
"What's really unfortunate is that Canada would not even consider supporting voluntary demand-
reduction goals or looking at export restrictions," he said from Nairobi.  
 
"The Canadian government really is not being proactive. If they tell you they are, they're not."  
 
Environment Minister John Baird's spokesman stressed that the Conservatives will continue to 
discuss all reduction options with other countries.  
 
Eric Richer also cited government plans to ensure mercury switches are removed before discarded 
cars are crushed for scrap metal. The small parts conduct electricity so lights come on when the 
hood or trunk is raised.  
 
There's also a discussion paper before Environment Canada to assess mercury content in a range of 
products.  
 



Critics say it's not nearly enough action. Mercury is a highly potent toxin that persists in the 
environment, builds up in the food chain and can neurologically harm humans.  
 
The UN Environment Program, which hosted the Nairobi talks that ended Friday, says much of the 
developed world's mercury-laden e-waste - obsolete computers, cellphones and printers - is being 
dumped in African countries and other poor nations.  
 
Mercury in large doses can damage the brain, nervous system and babies in the womb. Yet the 
heavy metal known as quicksilver is still widely used in processes ranging from mining to plastics 
and chemicals manufacturing.  
 
Canadians are typically exposed through air pollution from coal-fired plants in Asia and the U.S., 
and through diets, especially in the Arctic, that rely on contaminated fish.  
 
Canada conceded in documents submitted to the UN Environment Program that "there is sufficient 
evidence of significant global adverse impacts from mercury ... to warrant further international 
action to reduce the risks to human health and the environment."  
 
Still, Ottawa favours voluntary reduction efforts while binding rules are discussed for the next two 
years.  
 
Nick Nuttall, a spokesman for the UN Environment Program, says any legally binding treaty would 
have to be approved by a consensus of all member countries.  
 
The good news, he said, is that "everybody accepts that mercury is a serious public health and 
environmental issue. Everybody is looking to act on mercury."  
 
UN programs to curb its use will be stepped up over the next two years, he added.  
 
But countries could not agree that binding rules are the way to go, Nuttall said. Still, voluntary co-
operation - such as efforts to phase out lead from oil in sub-Saharan Africa - can work, he said.  
 
Liberal MP and environment critic David McGuinty said it reminds him of the Conservatives' U.S.-
style disdain for the Kyoto Protocol to cut greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
"Foolish, very foolish," he said. "I mean, the government heralded its early work on mercury - most 
of which was done under our previous government.  
 
"I'm reminded of the government in Washington. And that government has aggressively withdrawn 
from multilateral deals of all kinds over the last eight years.  
 
"They want to simply say: 'We're going it alone.' ... But there's only one atmosphere. There has to 
be a global solution."  
 
http://www.ctv.ca:80/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CTVNews/20070210/tories_mercury_070210/20070
210?hub=Canada&s_name=  

 
 
 

 

 



UN FORUM MAKES LIMITED PROGRESS ON MERCURY EMISSIONS  
by Karen Calabria  
Fri Feb 9, 2:14 PM ET 
 
NAIROBI (AFP) - A key UN environment meeting agreed to launch partnerships between 
governments and industries to slash mercury emissions, officials said.  
Environmentalists have been pushing for a legal framework to cap emissions, but governments 
attending the UN Environment Programme's 24th governing council settled for partnerships, they 
said. 
 
"They agreed on an enhanced mercury programme, which will be focused on partnerships between 
government and industries to reduce emissions," UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall told AFP. 
 
The next UNEP conference in 2009 will review progress made towards slashing emissions blamed 
for brain damage as well as water pollution and decided on whether a framework is necessary, he 
said. 
 
"I am encouraged," Donald Hannah, UNEP special envoy on mercury, told reporters at the end of 
the five-day conference in Kenya. 
 
"No one said no to establishing a legally binding framework and we decided to work out how and if 
this system could work and then we can make a decision in a much more informed way," he 
explained. 
 
Experts say the toxic emissions are by-products of coal combustion used in power generation and in 
the refining of gold products. Mercury poisoning can result in foetal deformities in pregnant women 
and neurological damage. 
 
UNEP chief Achim Steiner welcomed the limited progress, but said more action was needed the 
clinch a legal framework that would make reduction of emissions binding. 
 
"What we have ensured with the decision today is that they can proceed as individual countries, but 
also with international efforts to work on the issue of mercury while we still look at the final tool," 
he added. 
 
Activists though said the deal was a setback in efforts to rid the environment of mercury alongside 
greenhouse gases and lead. 
 
"(The) environment ministers failed to set global demand reduction goals and export bans to reduce 
the impacts of mercury around the world," said Michael Bender of the Zero Mercury Coalition. 
 
"The steps they agreed on are inadequate to address the urgency of the global mercury crisis," he 
added. 
 
Experts are concerned about the rising mercury levels in the atmosphere, particularly about the 
emerging reliance on this toxic compound in developing economies. 
 
They lamented that developing nations were unwilling to push for a treaty. 
 
"Coal (producing) countries, specifically growing economies in southeast Asia and eastern Europe, 
are seeing increasing levels of mercury but they see a legally binding treaty to cap emissions as a 
threat to their development," Hannah said. 



 
"These (countries) may end up in mercury-free zones but also in unemployment zones" if a legally 
binding treaty were to take effect, he said, calling on such nations to back the envisaged treaty. 
 
United States and developing powerhouses India, Brazil and China are opposed to the legal 
framework and instead prefer voluntary reductions measures. 
 
While Japan, whose staple food is fish -- the most vulnerable to mercury poisoning -- leads other 
nations in calling for an urgent treaty. 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20070209/sc_afp/unenvironmentmercury_070209191429  

 
 

 
 
GOVTS AGREE ON ACTION ON MERCURY, BUT NO TREATY 
Reuters via Yahoo! News Fri, 09 Feb 2007 8:12 AM PST 
By Daniel Wallis  
Fri Feb 9, 11:12 AM ET 
  
NAIROBI (Reuters) - Governments agreed to phase out the use of deadly mercury in industries 
ranging from mining to chemicals manufacture and power generation on Friday, breaking a 
deadlock at a major U.N. environment meeting in Kenya 
 
The plan -- under which U.N. experts will spend two years studying all options to end use of the 
toxic heavy metal -- fell short of the legally binding treaty that had been demanded by anti-mercury 
campaigners and the        European Union. 
 
But U.N. officials said any agreement in talks that broadly pitted Washington against the EU was a 
success. 
 
"Action against mercury can now proceed while we look at what final instrument is needed," Achim 
Steiner, head of the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP), told reporters. 
 
"We have unblocked what would have been an impasse." 
 
Exposure to mercury -- sometimes called quicksilver -- can damage the brain, nervous system and 
fetuses. 
 
But while the West has substantially reduced its usage, activists say poorer nations are increasingly 
relying on it for processes ranging from small-scale gold mining to electronics manufacture and 
industrial chemicals production. 
 
"PROGRESS DELAYED" 
 
The campaigners were disappointed after urging this week's meeting in Nairobi of scores of 
environment ministers to call for a legally binding treaty that would impose tough targets on cutting 
mercury use worldwide. 
 
"Once again, a few countries led by the U.S. and India delayed real progress," Elena Lymberidi of 
the Zero Mercury coalition said in a statement after the talks. 



 
U.N. officials said they were pleased to have found some common ground. 
 
"The great thing is there was widespread recognition much more work needs to be done," Donald 
Hannah, UNEP's special envoy on mercury, said. "And the potential for a treaty after two years is 
still there." 
 
The United States had rejected the idea of a binding treaty, preferring what it said were more 
flexible voluntary partnerships aimed at helping developing countries cut their use of the toxic 
metal. 
 
"There is no difference of opinion between us and the Europeans about the need to end the threat 
from mercury," Claudia McMurray, U.S. assistant secretary of state for oceans, environment and 
science, told Reuters. 
 
"There is just a difference about how to do it." 
 
The EU, the world's top mercury exporter, plans to ban exports by 2011. The biggest importers are 
China and India.  
 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20070209/hl_nm/environment_un_mercury_dc_1  
 

 
 

 
 
MERCURY POLLUTION RISING AS CANADA, U.S. OPT TO KEEP TALKING 
Fri Feb 9, 7:43 PM 
By Sue Bailey. 
 
Ottawa (CP) - Canada's refusal to support a legally binding global pact to cut highly toxic mercury 
pollution is another Kyoto-style evasion that allies Ottawa with Washington, critics say.  
 
Canada sided with the U.S. and India during international talks in Nairobi this week. The trio was 
among a minority of countries that blocked immediate progress of an enforceable system to curb 
mercury use, including a glut of noxious exports to the developing world.  
 
Instead, Canada favours voluntary reduction while talks continue.  
 
Most of 58 countries represented, including the European Union, Africa, Japan and Brazil, 
supported a legally binding treaty.  
 
Environmental groups blamed the U.S. and Canada for effectively delaying an enforceable system. 
Repeated studies clearly document health threats posed by air pollution, water contamination and 
mercury-laced electronic junk, they say.  
 
"They want more talk but they don't back up that talk with action," said Michael Bender, spokesman 
for Zero Mercury, a coalition of 48 public interest groups.  
 
"What's really unfortunate is that Canada would not even consider supporting voluntary demand-
reduction goals or looking at export restrictions," he said from Nairobi.  
 



"The Canadian government really is not being proactive. If they tell you they are, they're not."  
 
Environment Minister John Baird's spokesman stressed that the Conservatives will continue to 
discuss all reduction options with other countries.  
 
 
Eric Richer also cited government plans to ensure mercury switches are removed before discarded 
cars are crushed for scrap metal. The small parts conduct electricity so lights come on when the 
hood or trunk is raised.  
 
There's also a discussion paper before Environment Canada to assess mercury content in a range of 
products.  
 
Critics say it's not nearly enough action. Mercury is a highly potent toxin that persists in the 
environment, builds up in the food chain and can neurologically harm humans.  
 
The UN Environment Program, which hosted the Nairobi talks that ended Friday, says much of the 
developed world's mercury-laden e-waste - obsolete computers, cellphones and printers - is being 
dumped in African countries and other poor nations.  
 
Mercury in large doses can damage the brain, nervous system and babies in the womb. Yet the 
heavy metal known as quicksilver is still widely used in processes ranging from mining to plastics 
and chemicals manufacturing.  
 
Canadians are typically exposed through air pollution from coal-fired plants in Asia and the U.S., 
and through diets, especially in the Arctic, that rely on contaminated fish.  
 
Canada conceded in documents submitted to the UN Environment Program that "there is sufficient 
evidence of significant global adverse impacts from mercury ... to warrant further international 
action to reduce the risks to human health and the environment."  
 
Still, Ottawa favours voluntary reduction efforts while binding rules are discussed for the next two 
years.  
 
Nick Nuttall, a spokesman for the UN Environment Program, says any legally binding treaty would 
have to be approved by a consensus of all member countries.  
 
The good news, he said, is that "everybody accepts that mercury is a serious public health and 
environmental issue. Everybody is looking to act on mercury."  
 
UN programs to curb its use will be stepped up over the next two years, he added.  
 
But countries could not agree that binding rules are the way to go, Nuttall said. Still, voluntary co-
operation - such as efforts to phase out lead from oil in sub-Saharan Africa - can work, he said.  
 
"We've dropped the ball," said Ken Ogilvie, executive director of Toronto-based Pollution Probe. 
"We've once again settled into the same camp as the United States ... opposing a binding treaty and 
calling for voluntary initiatives that we have a hard time delivering effectively."  
 
Liberal MP and environment critic David McGuinty said it reminds him of the Conservatives' U.S.-
style disdain for the Kyoto Protocol to cut greenhouse gas emissions.  
 



"Foolish, very foolish," he said. "I mean, the government heralded its early work on mercury - most 
of which was done under our previous government.  
 
"I'm reminded of the government in Washington. And that government has aggressively withdrawn 
from multilateral deals of all kinds over the last eight years.  
 
"They want to simply say: 'We're going it alone.' ... But there's only one atmosphere. There has to 
be a global solution." 
 
http://ca.news.yahoo.com/s/capress/070209/national/cda_mercury_rising_1  
 

 
 

 
 
UN DELEGATES AGREE VOLUNTARY REDUCTION OF MERCURY EMISSIONS 
Nasdaq Fri, 09 Feb 2007 8:06 AM PST 
 
NAIROBI (AP)--Delegates to the U.N. Environment Program agreed on Friday to voluntary 
reductions in mercury use and emissions, setting up a program to monitor pollution from one of the 
most toxic substances known to man. 
 
European nations had hoped to begin work on a legally binding international treaty to reduce 
mercury in the environment, but it was blocked by a group of nations led by the United States, said 
delegates to the program's governing council session in Nairobi, Kenya. The U.S.-supported 
agreement is neither mandatory nor specific in setting targets. 
 
Mercury is widely used in chemical production and small-scale mining. The extremely dense, toxic 
metal persists in the environment once released and can travel across the globe. Mercury collects in 
some species of fish, prompting health warnings in many countries. 
 
While substitutes exist for almost all industrial processes that require mercury, more than 50% of 
mercury emissions come from coal-fueled power plants, making its regulation politically charged 
and extremely difficult. 
 
The European Union, the world's largest producer of mercury, is considering legislation that would 
ban the export of mercury and eventually phase out production. The total economic value of the 
global mercury trade is less than $ 100 million. 
 
Timo Maekelae, a director in the European Commission's environment department, said a global 
treaty was needed to augment the E.U. decision in order to see a meaningful reduction in mercury 
pollution. 
 
"The question is what will happen with the other mercury producers," he said. "That's why we need 
a global treaty." 
 
Experts also expressed fears that when the E.U. stops exporting mercury, the price will go up and 
encourage other nations to enter the business. 
 
Activists also expressed disappointment with the agreement, despite provisions to review progress 
in 2009 to see if greater international action is needed. 
 



"Governments missed another opportunity to set global production, export and demand goals to 
reduce the use of mercury," said Michael Bender, director of the Mercury Policy Project in the 
United States, who was an observer to the talks. 
 
"A majority of countries were willing to consider a legally binding treaty, but were blocked by a 
few countries with an ideology that only supports voluntary options," he added, naming the United 
States, Canada, Australia, India and China as nations opposed to mandatory reductions. 
 
Claudia McMurray, U.S. assistant secretary of state for the environment, said the U.S. believes 
voluntary agreements produce more flexible, efficient and creative solutions to environmental 
problems. 
 
"The U.S. is the most aggressive country when it comes to controlling mercury, " she said. "The 
science is now showing us that this stuff moves and it moves fairly long distances ... so we had to 
have international work on the issue." 
 
But she defended the U.S. administration's opposition to international treaties that would require 
nations to take action. 
 
"A government can't just impose that on another government and absorb all of the costs, we've got 
to encourage the private sector to be a part of it," McMurray said. "As far as targets are concerned, 
we haven't seen a compelling case for them yet." 
 
Donald Hannah, the U.N. Environment Program's special envoy on mercury, conceded the 
agreement was a compromise. 
 
"We don't please everybody," he said. "But we do have a way forward."  
 
(END) Dow Jones Newswires 
02-09-071104ET 
Copyright (c) 2007 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. 
 
http://www.nasdaq.com/aspxcontent/NewsStory.aspx?cpath=20070209%5cACQDJON2007020911
04DOWJONESDJONLINE000673.htm&  
 

 
 

 
 
MERCURY POLLUTION RISING 
By SUE BAILEY 
CNews Fri, 09 Feb 2007 11:52 AM PST 
 
Ottawa (CP) - Canada's refusal to support a legally binding global pact to cut highly toxic mercury 
pollution is another Kyoto-style evasion that allies Ottawa with Washington, critics say.  
 
Canada sided with the U.S. and India during international talks in Nairobi this week. The trio was 
among a minority of countries that blocked immediate progress of an enforceable system to curb 
mercury use, including a glut of noxious exports to the developing world.  
 
Instead, Canada favours voluntary reduction while talks continue.  
 



Most of 58 countries represented, including the European Union, Africa, Japan and Brazil, 
supported a legally binding treaty.  
 
"We've dropped the ball," said Ken Ogilvie, executive director of Toronto-based Pollution Probe. 
"We've once again settled into the same camp as the United States ... opposing a binding treaty and 
calling for voluntary initiatives that we have a hard time delivering effectively."  
 
Environmental groups blamed the U.S. and Canada for effectively delaying an enforceable system. 
Repeated studies clearly document health threats posed by air pollution, water contamination and 
mercury-laced electronic junk, they say.  
 
"They want more talk but they don't back up that talk with action," said Michael Bender, spokesman 
for Zero Mercury, a coalition of 48 public interest groups.  
 
"What's really unfortunate is that Canada would not even consider supporting voluntary demand-
reduction goals or looking at export restrictions," he said from Nairobi.  
 
"The Canadian government really is not being proactive. If they tell you they are, they're not."  
 
Environment Minister John Baird's spokesman stressed that the Conservatives will continue to 
discuss all reduction options with other countries.  
 
Eric Richer also cited government plans to ensure mercury switches are removed before discarded 
cars are crushed for scrap metal. The small parts conduct electricity so lights come on when the 
hood or trunk is raised.  
 
There's also a discussion paper before Environment Canada to assess mercury content in a range of 
products.  
 
Critics say it's not nearly enough action. Mercury is a highly potent toxin that persists in the 
environment, builds up in the food chain and can neurologically harm humans.  
 
The UN Environment Program, which hosted the Nairobi talks that ended Friday, says much of the 
developed world's mercury-laden e-waste - obsolete computers, cellphones and printers - is being 
dumped in African countries and other poor nations.  
 
Mercury in large doses can damage the brain, nervous system and babies in the womb. Yet the 
heavy metal known as quicksilver is still widely used in processes ranging from mining to plastics 
and chemicals manufacturing.  
 
Canadians are typically exposed through air pollution from coal-fired plants in Asia and the U.S., 
and through diets, especially in the Arctic, that rely on contaminated fish.  
 
Canada conceded in documents submitted to the UN Environment Program that "there is sufficient 
evidence of significant global adverse impacts from mercury ... to warrant further international 
action to reduce the risks to human health and the environment."  
 
Still, Ottawa favours voluntary reduction efforts while binding rules are discussed for the next two 
years.  
 
Nick Nuttall, a spokesman for the UN Environment Program, says any legally binding treaty would 
have to be approved by a consensus of all member countries.  



 
The good news, he said, is that "everybody accepts that mercury is a serious public health and 
environmental issue. Everybody is looking to act on mercury."  
 
UN programs to curb its use will be stepped up over the next two years, he added.  
 
But countries could not agree that binding rules are the way to go, Nuttall said. Still, voluntary co-
operation - such as efforts to phase out lead from oil in sub-Saharan Africa - can work, he said.  
 
Liberal MP and environment critic David McGuinty said it reminds him of the Conservatives' U.S.-
style disdain for the Kyoto Protocol to cut greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
"Foolish, very foolish," he said. "I mean, the government heralded its early work on mercury - most 
of which was done under our previous government.  
 
"I'm reminded of the government in Washington. And that government has aggressively withdrawn 
from multilateral deals of all kinds over the last eight years.  
 
"They want to simply say: 'We're going it alone.' ... But there's only one atmosphere. There has to 
be a global solution." 
 
http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/Science/2007/02/09/3569424-cp.html  
 

 
 

 
 
GOVERNMENTS AGREE ACTION ON MERCURY, BUT NO TREATY 
Reuters South Africa - Johannesburg,South Africa 
Fri Feb 9, 2007 5:30 PM GMT 
 
By Daniel Wallis 
 
NAIROBI (Reuters) - Governments agreed to phase out the use of deadly mercury in industries 
ranging from mining to chemicals manufacture and power generation on Friday, breaking a 
deadlock at a major U.N. environment meeting in Kenya. 
 
But the plan -- under which U.N. experts will spend two years studying all options to end use of the 
toxic heavy metal -- fell short of a legally binding treaty sought by anti-mercury campaigners and 
the European Union. 
 
U.N. sources, however, characterised any agreement in the negotiations, which they said broadly 
pitted the United States against the EU, as a success. 
 
"They have agreed to come up with a significant, enhanced action plan, and that in itself is an 
achievement," said a senior U.N. source involved in the talks. "And the potential for a treaty after 
two years is still there." 
 
Exposure to mercury -- sometimes called quicksilver -- can damage the brain, nervous system and 
foetuses. 
 



But while the West has substantially reduced its use, activists says poorer nations increasingly rely 
on it for processes ranging from small-scale gold mining to electronics manufacture and industrial 
chemicals production. 
 
Campaigners and the EU had wanted this week's meeting of scores of environment ministers in 
Nairobi to back setting up a treaty that would impose tough targets on cutting mercury use 
worldwide. 
 
The United States rejected the idea, preferring what it says are more flexible voluntary partnerships 
aimed at helping developing countries cut their use of the toxic metal. 
 
"There is no difference of opinion between us and the Europeans about the need to end the threat 
from mercury," Claudia McMurray, U.S. assistant secretary of state for oceans, environment and 
science, told Reuters. 
 
"There is just a difference about how to do it." 
 
The EU, the world's top mercury exporter, plans to ban exports by 2011. The biggest importers are 
China and India. 
 
© Reuters 2007. All Rights Reserved. 
 
http://za.today.reuters.com/news/newsArticle.aspx?type=topNews&storyID=2007-02-
09T153046Z_01_BAN955830_RTRIDST_0_OZATP-ENVIRONMENT-UN-MERCURY-
20070209.XML  
 

 
 

 
 
MERCURY POLLUTION RISING AS CANADA, U.S. OPT TO KEEP TALKING 
February 9, 2007 - 20:42  
By: SUE BAILEY  
 
Ottawa (CP) - Canada's refusal to support a legally binding global pact to cut highly toxic mercury 
pollution is another Kyoto-style evasion that allies Ottawa with Washington, critics say. 
 
Canada sided with the U.S. and India during international talks in Nairobi this week. The trio was 
among a minority of countries that blocked immediate progress of an enforceable system to curb 
mercury use, including a glut of noxious exports to the developing world. 
 
Instead, Canada favours voluntary reduction while talks continue. 
 
Most of 58 countries represented, including the European Union, Africa, Japan and Brazil, 
supported a legally binding treaty. 
 
"We've dropped the ball," said Ken Ogilvie, executive director of Toronto-based Pollution Probe. 
"We've once again settled into the same camp as the United States ... opposing a binding treaty and 
calling for voluntary initiatives that we have a hard time delivering effectively." 
 



Environmental groups blamed the U.S. and Canada for effectively delaying an enforceable system. 
Repeated studies clearly document health threats posed by air pollution, water contamination and 
mercury-laced electronic junk, they say. 
 
"They want more talk but they don't back up that talk with action," said Michael Bender, spokesman 
for Zero Mercury, a coalition of 48 public interest groups. 
 
"What's really unfortunate is that Canada would not even consider supporting voluntary demand-
reduction goals or looking at export restrictions," he said from Nairobi. 
 
"The Canadian government really is not being proactive. If they tell you they are, they're not." 
 
Environment Minister John Baird's spokesman stressed that the Conservatives will continue to 
discuss all reduction options with other countries. 
 
Eric Richer also cited government plans to ensure mercury switches are removed before discarded 
cars are crushed for scrap metal. The small parts conduct electricity so lights come on when the 
hood or trunk is raised. 
 
There's also a discussion paper before Environment Canada to assess mercury content in a range of 
products. 
 
Critics say it's not nearly enough action. Mercury is a highly potent toxin that persists in the 
environment, builds up in the food chain and can neurologically harm humans. 
 
The UN Environment Program, which hosted the Nairobi talks that ended Friday, says much of the 
developed world's mercury-laden e-waste - obsolete computers, cellphones and printers - is being 
dumped in African countries and other poor nations. 
 
Mercury in large doses can damage the brain, nervous system and babies in the womb. Yet the 
heavy metal known as quicksilver is still widely used in processes ranging from mining to plastics 
and chemicals manufacturing. 
 
Canadians are typically exposed through air pollution from coal-fired plants in Asia and the U.S., 
and through diets, especially in the Arctic, that rely on contaminated fish. 
 
Canada conceded in documents submitted to the UN Environment Program that "there is sufficient 
evidence of significant global adverse impacts from mercury ... to warrant further international 
action to reduce the risks to human health and the environment." 
 
Still, Ottawa favours voluntary reduction efforts while binding rules are discussed for the next two 
years. 
 
Nick Nuttall, a spokesman for the UN Environment Program, says any legally binding treaty would 
have to be approved by a consensus of all member countries. 
 
The good news, he said, is that "everybody accepts that mercury is a serious public health and 
environmental issue. Everybody is looking to act on mercury." 
 
UN programs to curb its use will be stepped up over the next two years, he added. 
 



But countries could not agree that binding rules are the way to go, Nuttall said. Still, voluntary co-
operation - such as efforts to phase out lead from oil in sub-Saharan Africa - can work, he said. 
 
Liberal MP and environment critic David McGuinty said it reminds him of the Conservatives' U.S.-
style disdain for the Kyoto Protocol to cut greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
"Foolish, very foolish," he said. "I mean, the government heralded its early work on mercury - most 
of which was done under our previous government. 
 
"I'm reminded of the government in Washington. And that government has aggressively withdrawn 
from multilateral deals of all kinds over the last eight years. 
 
"They want to simply say: 'We're going it alone.' ... But there's only one atmosphere. There has to 
be a global solution." 

http://www.680news.com/news/national/article.jsp?content=n020981A  

 
 

 
 
MERCURY POLLUTION RISING AS CANADA, U.S. OPT TO KEEP TALKING 
By SUE BAILEY The Canadian Press 
 
OTTAWA — Canada’s refusal to support a legally binding global pact to cut highly toxic mercury 
pollution is another Kyoto-style evasion that allies Ottawa with Washington, critics say. 
 
Canada sided with the U.S. and India during international talks in Nairobi this week. The trio was 
among a minority of countries that blocked immediate progress of an enforceable system to curb 
mercury use, including a glut of noxious exports to the developing world. 
 
Instead, Canada favours voluntary reduction while talks continue. 
 
Most of 58 countries represented, including the European Union, Africa, Japan and Brazil, 
supported a legally binding treaty. 
 
Environmental groups blamed the U.S. and Canada for effectively delaying an enforceable system. 
Repeated studies clearly document health threats posed by air pollution, water contamination and 
mercury-laced electronic junk, they say. 
 
"They want more talk but they don’t back up that talk with action," said Michael Bender, 
spokesman for Zero Mercury, a coalition of 48 public interest groups. 
 
"What’s really unfortunate is that Canada would not even consider supporting voluntary demand-
reduction goals or looking at export restrictions," he said from Nairobi. 
 
"The Canadian government really is not being proactive. If they tell you they are, they’re not." 
 
Environment Minister John Baird’s spokesman stressed that the Conservatives will continue to 
discuss all reduction options with other countries. 
 



Eric Richer also cited government plans to ensure mercury switches are removed before discarded 
cars are crushed for scrap metal. The small parts conduct electricity so lights come on when the 
hood or trunk is raised. 
 
There’s also a discussion paper before Environment Canada to assess mercury content in a range of 
products. 
 
Critics say it’s not nearly enough action. Mercury is a highly potent toxin that persists in the 
environment, builds up in the food chain and can neurologically harm humans. 
 
The UN Environment Program, which hosted the Nairobi talks that ended Friday, says much of the 
developed world’s mercury-laden e-waste — obsolete computers, cellphones and printers — is 
being dumped in African countries and other poor nations. 
 
Mercury in large doses can damage the brain, nervous system and babies in the womb. Yet the 
heavy metal known as quicksilver is still widely used in processes ranging from mining to plastics 
and chemicals manufacturing. 
 
Canadians are typically exposed through air pollution from coal-fired plants in Asia and the U.S., 
and through diets, especially in the Arctic, that rely on contaminated fish. 
 
Canada conceded in documents submitted to the UN Environment Program that "there is sufficient 
evidence of significant global adverse impacts from mercury . . . to warrant further international 
action to reduce the risks to human health and the environment." 
 
Still, Ottawa favours voluntary reduction efforts while binding rules are discussed for the next two 
years.  
 
The ChronicalHerald in Halifax - http://herald.ns.ca/Search/558384.html 
 

 
 

 
 
GOVERNMENTS AGREE FURTHER ACTION ON MERCURY 
ENDS Europe DAILY 2260, 12/02/07 
 
World governments last week agreed to take further steps towards reducing mercury-related 
environmental and health risks at a biannual meeting of the UN environment programme (Unep) 
governing council.  Environmentalists deplored governments’  failure to agree to start drafting an 
international treaty on the toxic metal. 
 
At the meeting’s close last Friday, governments agreed to set up a process to consider options for 
curbing mercury use, including "enhanced" voluntary measures and new international legal 
instruments.  A working group made of governments and other stakeholders will report on progress 
at the next meeting in 2009. 
 
The agreement was a compromise between countries led by the EU pushing for legally binding 
rules on mercury and others opposed to it including the US and the G77 group of developing 
countries.  The latter support voluntary measures in this area.  However, they accepted to keep the 
door open to possible legal rules. 
 



Environmental groups welcomed the creation of the working group but argued that governments 
had made no real progress since their previous meeting (EED 28/02/05). Current measures are 
failing to produce results, NGOs insisted (EED 01/02/07). 
 
The meeting also featured debate on proposals to strengthen Unep’s mandate and to give greater 
financial resources to tackle global environmental challenges.  The EU reiterated its plan for turning 
the agency into a world environment organisation, which is now supported by several governments 
(EED 05/02/07).  Key opponents include the US, China and Russia. 
 
Follow-up: Unep 24th governing council, plus Earth negotiations bulletin coverage.  See also 
NGOs’ reaction.  
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UNEP/Quecksilber 
Quecksilbereintrag in die Umwelt soll weltweit reduziert werden 
UNEP-Verwaltungsrat gelingt Durchbruch/Arbeitsgruppe soll Vorschläge 
erarbeiten  
 
Der Verwaltungsrat des UN-Umweltprogramms (UNEP) will den Eintrag von 
Quecksilber in die Umwelt weltweit mindern. Zu diesem Zweck wurde am Freitag 
in Nairobi eine Arbeitsgruppe eingesetzt, die bis zur nächsten 
Verwaltungsratssitzung 2009 Maßnahmen zur Reduzierung von 
Quecksilberemissionen vorlegen soll. International rechtsverbindlichen 
Regelungen soll dabei besondere Aufmerksamkeit gewidmet werden.  
 
Bundesumweltminister Sigmar Gabriel: "Der Quecksilbereintrag in die Umwelt 
ist eine globale Bedrohung für die menschliche Gesundheit. Ich 
beglückwünsche den UNEP-Exekutivdirektor Achim Steiner zu diesem Durchbruch. 
Erstmals wurde ein organisierter und strukturierter Prozess verabredet, der 
alle Handlungsoptionen einschließlich bindender rechtlicher Regelungen zu 
Quecksilber berücksichtigt. Das fordert die Europäische Union seit Jahren." 
 
In langwierigen Verhandlungen setzte die EU unter Leitung des Vorsitzenden 
des EU-Umweltrates, Bundesumweltminister Gabriel, gemeinsam mit der 
afrikanischen Gruppe, Norwegen, der Schweiz und einer Reihe anderer 
Delegationen diesen Prozess durch. Die EU selber hat bereits 2005 eine 
Quecksilberstrategie beschlossen, die ein Paket von Maßnahmen umfasst. Zwei 
legislative Vorschläge werden derzeit in Brüssel behandelt: Ein EU-internes 



Verbot der Vermarktung von Quecksilberthermometern und entsprechenden 
Quecksilber enthaltenen Instrumenten sowie ein Verbot des Exports von 
Quecksilber aus der EU.  
 
Gabriel: "Die EU wird auch in Zukunft ihre Führungsrolle beibehalten. Mit 
der europäischen Quecksilberstrategie und rechtsverbindlichen Maßnahmen 
tragen wir entscheidend zur Verminderung des Quecksilbereintrages in die 
Umwelt bei. Wir werden die UNEP und Achim Steiner nach Kräften unterstützen, 
möglichst schnell zu einer globalen Lösung zu gelangen."  
 
Beim diesjährigen Globalen Umweltministerforum standen die Themen 
Globalisierung und Umwelt sowie die Reform der Vereinten Nationen im 
Umweltbereich im Vordergrund. Gabriel: "Die Umweltminister waren sich einig, 
dass die gegenwärtigen UN-Organisationsstrukturen im Umweltbereich 
grundlegend reformiert werden müssen. Ich begrüße, dass sich immer mehr 
Staaten für die Stärkung von UNEP und die Gründung einer 
UN-Umweltorganisation einsetzen, die eine bessere Balance zwischen 
wirtschaftlicher Globalisierung und dem Schutz der natürlichen 
Lebensgrundlagen herstellen kann." 
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GOVERNMENTS URGED TO AGREE CURBS ON MERCURY 
ENDS Europe DAILY 2253, 01/02/07 
 
NGOs have urged governments to agree tough limits on global trade in mercury at the annual 
ministerial-level meeting of the UN environment programme (Unep) in Nairobi next week (EED 
28/02/05). Discussions will include possible further action in the area. Citing a Unep report to be 
presented at the meeting, NGOs claim that measures agreed so far are failing to produce results. The 
report highlights "significant ongoing trade" in mercury, "some of which is illegal and 
uncontrolled". See releases from NGOs and Unep and the report. 
Article Index: chemicals, health/consumers, trade 
 

 
 

OTTAWA'S REFUSAL TO JOIN PROTOCOL CUTTING MERCURY DRAWS CRITICS' 
FIRE 
SUE BAILEY  
Canadian Press 
 
OTTAWA -- Canada's refusal to support a legally binding global pact to cut highly toxic mercury 
pollution is another Kyoto-style evasion that allies Ottawa with Washington, critics say.Canada 
sided with the United States and India during international talks in Nairobi this week. The trio were 
among a minority of countries that blocked immediate progress of an enforceable system to curb 
mercury use, including a glut of noxious exports to the developing world.  



http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/Page/document/v5/content/subscribe?user_URL=http://w
ww.theglobeandmail.com%2Fservlet%2Fstory%2FLAC.20070210.MERCURY10%2FTPStory%2F
National&ord=1172329476845&brand=theglobeandmail&force_login=true   

 
 
MERCURY POLLUTION RISING 
Regina Leader-Post (subscription) - Regina,Saskatchewan,Canada 
 
OTTAWA (CP) -- Canada's refusal to support a legally binding global pact to cut highly toxic 
mercury pollution is another Kyoto-style evasion that allies ... 

http://www.canada.com/reginaleaderpost/news/story.html?id=0fc50217-2f53-49b4-bd19-
37bee77f6194  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a message from: 
  
Elena Lymberidi 
'Zero Mercury Campaign' Project Coordinator 
  
EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENTAL BUREAU (aisbl) 
Federation of Environmental Citizens Organisations 
34, Boulevard de Waterloo, 1000 Brussels, Belgium 
direct tel: +32.2.2891301 fax: +32.2.2891099 
E-MAIL:  elena.lymberidi@eeb.org 
  
 
E-mail of EEB: eeb@eeb.org 
homepage of Zero Mercury Campaign: www.zeromercury.org 
homepage of EEB: www.eeb.org 
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